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Guidelines for Single Subject Acceleration 

 

Single subject acceleration involves the assigning of a student to a higher grade level content area than is 

typical, given the student’s chronological age, for the purpose of accessing appropriate learning 

opportunities in one or more subject areas.   Although instructional practices such as curriculum 

compacting and differentiating instruction can provide meaningful educational experiences for the 

academically gifted students, there are unique situations in which such strategies are insufficient for 

fulfilling the academic potential of a highly gifted student.  In such instances single subject acceleration 

may be considered as a viable option.  Therefore, when considering single subject acceleration for a 

student, the following procedures and guidelines will be utilized: 
 

 A student may initially be referred by a parent or legal guardian, teacher, school administrator, or 

professional staff member to the building principal for evaluation for possible acceleration.  A 

student may refer himself or herself or a peer through a district staff member who has knowledge 

of the referred student’s abilities.  
 

 The principal, or his/her designee, of the referred student’s school will obtain written permission 

from the student’s parent(s) or legal guardian(s) to evaluate the student for possible single 

subject accelerated placement. The district will screen all students who are referred for 

evaluation and whose parent(s) or legal guardian(s) have granted permission to evaluate the 

student for possible single subject accelerated placement.  
 

 Copies of the district acceleration policy and guidelines as well as referral forms for possible 

screening and evaluation for single subject acceleration will be made available to district staff 

and parents at each school building. The principal of each school building, or his/her designee, 

will ensure that all staff he or she supervises is aware of procedures for referring students for 

possible screening and evaluation. 
 

Screening Process: 

The referred student’s principal or his/her designee will convene the Gifted Intervention Support Team 

(GIST) to review a variety of data sources representative of performance.  Information to be considered 

will include, but not be limited to, 

 

 parent or student information/data; 

 

 teacher recommendation based upon current performance, subject mastery, and 

outcomes of interventions such as differentiation and compacting of the curriculum that have 

been tried in consultation with a gifted intervention specialist; 
 

 

 a recommendation for on-grade and out-of-level achievement testing in the subject for which 

acceleration is being considered may be recommended in case of unavailability of test scores. 
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Evaluation Process: 

If, through the review of student information, it is determined that the process should move forward, the 

student will be evaluated by the Gifted Intervention Support Team (GIST). 
 

 The GIST committee may be comprised of, but not limited to, the following:  

o a principal or assistant principal from the student’s current school; 

o a current teacher of the referred student in the subject area for which acceleration is being 

considered; 

o a teacher at the grade level to which the student may be subject accelerated;  

o a school counselor and/or school psychologist; 

o a gifted education coordinator or gifted intervention specialist. If a gifted coordinator or 

gifted intervention specialist is not available, a school psychologist or school counselor 

may be substituted; 

o a parent or legal guardian of the referred student or a representative designated by a 

parent or legal guardian will be offered the opportunity to participate; 

o the student him/herself with parent/guardian permission. 

 

 The Gifted Intervention Support Team is charged with the following responsibilities:  

o To conduct a fair and thorough evaluation of the student using a state approved 

assessment tool such as the Iowa Acceleration Scale and a variety of data sources, 

including but not limited to:  

 

 subject specific out of level achievement test(s) or content area aptitude 

assessment(s) in the area(s) in which the student may be accelerated;  

 consideration of the student’s maturity and desire for accelerated placement as 

documented on a district approved acceleration tool;  

 consideration of the impact subject specific acceleration may have on future 

coursework and long-term academic planning; 

 consideration of the student’s own thoughts on possible 

            accelerated placement.   
 

The building Gifted Intervention Specialist or student’s Guidance Counselor will 

coordinate the completion of the Iowa Acceleration Scale. 
 

o To issue a written decision to the principal and the student’s parent(s) or legal guardian(s) 

based upon the outcome of the ODE approved evaluation process and a determination 

that his/her needs cannot be adequately met in his or her current placement. 
 

o To develop a Written Acceleration Plan (WAP) for implementation for student placement 

including 

 identifying support strategies for assisting with the transition; 

 addressing knowledge gaps that may occur; 

 delineating how the student’s progress will be monitored; 

 identifying what criteria will be used to ascertain if the acceleration is successful; 

 assigning responsibility for the ongoing review and support of the student and 

communication with the parent(s) or legal guardian. 
 

o To specify an appropriate transition period for placement of the student accelerated in the 

subject area(s). 
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 Upon completion of the Written Acceleration Plan (WAP), a six-week trial should 

be instituted.  After that time, the GIST, taking into account input from all team 

members, will determine whether the acceleration will continue.  If single subject 

acceleration is deemed appropriate, the WAP becomes permanent and it is noted 

in the student’s permanent record. 

 

However, at any time during the transition period, the student’s parent/legal 

guardian may request in writing an alternative placement and the GIST will meet 

to consider the request.  If the team decides the student will be placed in a 

different setting, the WAP will be revised accordingly, and a new transition 

period specified.  As before, once the decision is made to make the placement 

permanent, the decision will be noted in the student’s permanent records. 
 

 At the request of the parent or legal guardian, the student may be withdrawn from the accelerated 

placement during the six-week trial period.  If this occurs, the student may not be considered 

again for single subject acceleration in that content area until the following school year.  In such 

cases, the principal will remove the student without repercussion. 
 

 A parent or legal guardian of the evaluated student will be notified in writing of the outcome of 

the evaluation process within 90 days of receiving permission from the student’s 

parent/guardian. This notification will include instructions for accepting or appealing the 

outcome of the evaluation process.   
 

 

Appeals Process: 

 A parent or legal guardian of the referred student may appeal the decision of the Gifted 

Intervention Support Team (GIST) in writing to the Superintendent the decision within thirty 

days after being notified of the committee’s decision.  
 

 In the case of appeal, the Superintendent will review and notify the parent or legal guardian who 

filed the appeal of his or her decision within thirty days. The Superintendent’s decision will be 

final. The student may not be considered again for single subject acceleration until the following 

school year. 
 

 

Placement Timeline:   

Students who are referred for evaluation for possible subject accelerated placement 90 or more days 

prior to the end of the school year will be evaluated so that the student may be placed in the accelerated 

placement on the first day of school. Students who are referred for possible accelerated placement 90 or 

more days prior to the start of the second semester will be evaluated for possible accelerated placement 

at the start of the second semester. In all other cases, evaluation of a referred student will be scheduled at 

the principal’s discretion or per GIST recommendation.   
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